Council on Postsecondary Education
Committee on Equal Opportunities
April 15, 2002

Status of Teacher Education Program
Kentucky State University

At its February 11 meeting, the Committee on Equal Opportunities asked
Kentucky State University to attend its April 15 meeting to provide an update
on the status of the teacher education program. KSU is to address: 1)
collaborative initiatives that were implemented to strengthen and enhance the
KSU teacher education program; 2) identification of "best practices” that have
been employed; and 3) specific systematic strategies that were advantageous to
increasing student performance rates on the PRAXIS II.

At the CEO’s April 16, 2001, and the June 16, 2001, meetings, KSU
representatives shared their plan of action to improve the teacher education
program. The report introduced strategies that have been implemented as well
as initiatives that were planned for the 2001 calendar year. For example, KSU
implemented a new policy requiring all students to take the PRAXIS Il exam
before being allowed to student teach.

Following the presentations by KSU representatives, the committee asked that
the staff of the Education Professional Standards Board return and provide
more information regarding the implementation of the new standards for
teacher certification. Also, the committee asked council staff to provide
information on the pass rates of historically black institutions (public, private,
and independent) and the new KSU benchmark institutions.

In addition to the CEQ’s interest in the teacher education program, KSU has
appeared before the Education Professional Standards Board to respond to
their concerns about student performance on the PRAXIS II and the level of
financial resources for the program. The EPSB asked KSU to attend the March
19, 2001, November 19, 2001, January 14, 2002, and March 11, 2002, meetings
to discuss weaknesses noted in its last accreditation report, student
performance on the PRAXIS II, the commitment of financial resources to the
teacher education unit, curricula alignment, and program entrance and exit
requirements.

Staff preparation by Sherron Jackson
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CPE

Kentucky COUNCIL ON
PosTSECONDARY EDUCATION

GorpoN K. Davies
President

March 18, 2002

Dr. George Reid

President

Kentucky State University
400 East Main Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear George:

Congratulations on making a good presentation before the Education Professional Standards Board last
week. The Kentucky State University teacher education programs can play a critical role in fulfilling the
Commonwealth's need for African American teachers. I am glad that KSU has a plan to meet the

standards set by EPSB.

The Commonwealth's Partnership Agreement, with the United States Department of Education's Office
for Civil Rights section II.A.2.d., acknowledges the value of KSU's teacher education programs in-
preparing minority educators and asks the council to assist KSU in strengthening the programs. The
University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville also are identified as resources. I reaffirm our

commitment to work with KSU in this effort.

Please let me know when and how we can help KSU to carry out its plan to improve the teacher education
program.

Gordon K. Davies

cc: Bill Wilson

Kenoke Eke

Jim Applegate
1024 CAPITAL CENTER DRIVE
SUITE 320 EDUCATION
FRANKFORT KY 40601-8204 PAYS
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EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD

1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 225
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
(502) 573-4606 * Toll Free (888) 598-7667 * FAX (502) 573-1610

March 19, 2002

Dr. George W. Reid

President

Kentucky State University

400 East Main Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-2355

Decar Dr. Reid:

The Education Professional Standards Board appreciates your presentation at its meeting on
March 11, 2002. The new budget material you provided was very helpful but, as you might
expect, it also raised several new questions. Thus, although the Board could accept your report,
it could not approve it since there had been no time for review of the information. As I indicated
at the meeting, if the material presented last week had been presented earlier, we would be much
further along in addressing many of our concerns.

There is one additional point I must make on behalf of the entire Board. When your group was
addressing the issue of the PRAXIS scores, the comment was made that since so many of your
education faculty are new to Kentucky State University (KSU), the institution would accept
responsibility only for the scores of students who take the PRAXIS in Spring 2002 and beyond. I
am certain you did not intend to imply that KSU is not responsible for students who have taken
the tests in the past, and I trust you understand that the Board will not, nor can it, disregard
institutional issues just because those who were in charge are no longer. The Board has every
expectation that the PRAXIS results to be released next month will show marked improvement at
KSU, and we look forward to your verification that this is indeed the case.

Slncerely,

%éﬂzély‘ >

c: EPSB Members
Susan Leib
ordon Davies
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EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD
STAFF NOTE

Information Item:

Kentucky State University Response to Education Professional Standards Board’s
Request for Additional Information

Applicable Statutes or Regulations:

KRS 161.028
704 KAR 20:696

Applicable Goal:

Goal I: Every educator preparation program in Kentucky shall meet all accreditation
standards established by the Education Professional Standards Board.

Background:

At the March 19, 2001 meeting of the Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB),
the report of the on-site evaluation of educator preparation programs at Kentucky State
University (KSU) was reviewed. The EPSB voted to accept the Accreditation Audit
Committee’s recommendations and approve the initial level educator preparation
programs, granting Initial Accreditation for KSU. '

As part of its discussion and decision, the EPSB requested that KSU submit a report in
October 2001 and October 2002 addressing the unit’s resources, current and projected.
This request was made in order to monitor KSU’s financial commitment to its teacher
education unit. Additionally, board members voiced deep concern about KSU’s low pass
rate on the PRAXIS exams and requested that the institution address in both the 2001 and
2002 annual report how this situation is being/has been corrected. Both these issues were
to be addressed in the institution’s Annual Report and Trend Data Report.

At the November 19, 2001 meeting of the EPSB, Dr. Paul Woods, Chair, Division of
Education and Human Services at KSU, gave an update on where KSU is in addressing the
weaknesses noted in its last accreditation report. The board continued to have concerns
regarding the amount of the university’s budget allocated to teacher preparation, and the
department’s oversight of its budget

The board requested that the chair write a letter to KSU’s President, Dr. George Reid,
requesting a complete, itemized account of the education department’s budget allocations
and expenditures for 2000-01 and 2001-02, as well as an explanation of the education
department’s role in the oversight of its own expenditures. At the January 14, 2002
meeting, KSU representatives (Dr. Kenoye Eke, Vice President for Academic Affairs; Dr.
George Calhoun, Jr., Dean, College of Professional Studies; Dr. Dot Miller, Acting
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Director of the Center for Innovation in Teaching, Learning, & Assessment [CITLA]; Dr.
Sherry Sayles, Associate Vice-President for Academic Affairs; Dr. Paul Bevins, Dean of
Arts and Sciences; and Dr. Woods) presented information to the Program and Technical
Assistance Work Group, but work group members found that the information did not
address what had been requested. Dr. Eke agreed to provide the board with a complete,
itemized account of the education department’s budget allocations and expenditures for
2000-01 and 2001-02, as well as an organizational chart depicting the education department
and how same fits into the overall structure of the institution, including reporting
relationships.

Based on the work group’s finding, the EPSB determined that information to be provided
by KSU should be reviewed by the full board at the March 11 meeting. The board also
directed the Executive Director to send a letter to Dr. Eke requesting that the information
be submitted to EPSB staff no later than Friday, February 15, and that Dr. Eke attend the
March 11 meeting in case board members had questions regarding the submission.

The information received from KSU on February 15 is attached. Staff has reviewed same
and notes the following among its concemns:

o Itis difficult to determine actual budget allotments and expenses because budget
printout sheets are annotated with typed explanations.

o Itis difficult to determine which services are established to assist teacher
preparation students versus those established to serve students campus-wide (e.g.,
CITLA).

o Are there separate funds for operation and for faculty professional development?

o Are funds budgeted to assist teacher preparation students directly (e.g., provide
remediation)?

o In Appendix D (Improvement of PRAXIS scores):

o Curricula alignment is not scheduled to be completed until Spring 2003 —
presuming at least a one-year implementation period, what happens to students
enrolled prior to 20057

o Elementary education is KSU’s largest certification program, yet only
secondary education is emphasized.

o Much emphasis is placed on raising exit requirements, but nothing is said
about entrance requirements — what happens to students who are unsuccessful
after four years of being enrolled in the program?

Executive Director

March 2002

118 -a



Kentucky Stafe University

Hume Hall, Suite 202
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Kenoye K. Eke
Vice President for Academic Affairs February 13, 2002

ECEIVE

Dr. Susan Leib FEB 16 2002

Executive Director

[ i EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL
Education Professional Standard Board B S tooa)

1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 225
Frankfort. KY 40601

Dear Dr. Leib:

This correspondence comes to you to supply the information requested by
the Education Professional Standard Board's (EPSB's) Program and
Technical Assistance Work Group at its January 14, 2002, meeting.
Attached is the following information: (1) itemized budgets and
expenditures for all Teacher Education accounts and our Faculty
Development account for FY 2000-2001 and FY 2001-2002 (Appendix A);
(2) pending purchase requests for the Education Computer Lab for FY
2001-2002 (Appendix B); (3) organizational charts for the Academic Affairs
Division and for the Division of Education and Human Services (Appendix
C); and (4} a revised Praxis Il Improvement Plan (Appendix D). Note that
the Faculty Development account could not be any more specific than
provided. -

Further, please be advised that a personal loss will preclude my
attendance of the EPSB meeting scheduled to take place March 11, 2002.
The University will be represented by President G. W. Reid, Dr. Sherry Sayles,
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. George Calhoun, Dean
of the College of Professional Studies, and Dr. Paul Woods, Chairman of
the Division of Education and Human Services. The team is well equipped
to answer any questions you might have relative to the requested
information.

Office: (502) 597-6442  Fax: (502) 597-6409  Email: keke@gwmail kysu.edu

Kentucky State University is an Equal Educational and Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution.
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Dr. Susan Leib
EPSB Request of January 14, 2002
Page Two

Thank you for your attention to Kentucky State University's Education
program

Sincerely,
Keng« Eke, Ph.D. Z§”\}/
Attachments

Xc: President G. W. Reid
Dr. Sherry Sayles, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr, George Calhoun, Jr., Dean, College of Professional Studies
Dr. Paul Woods, Chair, Division of Education and Human Services
Dr. Gordon Davies, President, Council on Postsecondary Education
Dr. Joseph Early, Chairman, EPSB
Dr. Marilyn Troupe, Director, EPSB Division of Educator Preparation
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Kentucky State University

Hume Hall, Suite 202
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Kenoye K. Eke
Vice President for Academic Affairs

January 14, 2002

Dr. Joseph E. Early

Chair

Education Professional Standard Board
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 225
Frankfort. KY 40601

Dear Dr. Early:

Please consider this correspondence Kentucky State University's response
to your letters of November 30, and December 21, 2001. This letter seeks
to: (1) demonstrate the adequacy of KSU's budget allocations for its
teacher preparation program:; (2) clarify the Division's control of its budgef
allocation and expenditures; and (3) share with you the University's plan
for significantly improving student performance in future Praxis |l
examinations.

First, | wish to advise you that Kentucky State University embraces the idea
that teacher preparation is a university-wide responsibility. To this end, the
University has been engaged in efforts fo educate non-teacher
education faculty about their responsibilities to the success of our teacher
education students. While we are beginning to succeed in this effort, |
concede that it would take far more persuasive skills to convincingly
explain to them why they are not getting near the level of funding that
the education department is allocated in order to meet our shared
responsibility for teacher preparation. Therefore, our next challenge is to
begin to increase budget allocations to the other divisions playing
supportive roles in the teacher preparation effort as we continue tfo
allocate the necessary resources to the unit charged with leadership of
the effort, the education department.

Office: (502) 597-6442  Fax: (502) 597-6409  Email: keke@gwmail.kysu.edu

Kentucky State University is an Equal Educational and Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution.
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Dr. Joseph Early
KSU Response to EPSB Request
Page Two

Secondly, | wish to point out that in the absence of any known statewide
funding level criterion for determining adequacy of funding, the data
supplied here is best understood in the context of Kentucky State
University. Consequently, we have supplied funding comparisons that we
believe make clear the fact that teacher preparation has been the
University's top academic funding priority during the years for which you
requested information.

Teacher education has been the University's top academic priority during
the past two academic years. The University has demonsirated its
commitment to teacher education in many ways; prominent amongst
these are its faculty salaries, student-faculty ratfio, and the size of its
operational budget allocation to the education deparfment.

Regarding salaries, the average salary for the education department is
significantly higher than the institutional average, and compares
favorably with that of faculty in our School of Business. Traditionally, the
Business faculty enjoys a significant salary difference from those of other
units at institutions like KSU, without a medical or law school, nor an
engineering program. Furthermore, as Attachment A shows, the KSU
education facully salaries are higher than average salaries for education
faculty nationwide, as well as average salaries for Kentucky public
regional comprehensive institutions, and our benchmark institutions. We
view this as evidence of our commitment to attracting a top-notch
faculty and our strong commitment to teacher education.

The education department enjoys a low faculty to student ratio. One
evidence of this is that this faculty generated an average of 247 student
credit hours during fall 2001. This level of faculty productivity is lower than
the 270 average efficiency index used by the Council on Postsecondary
Education as the threshold for productivity. We view this as evidence that
we have an adequate number of faculties to meet the challenges we
face in preparing qudlified teachers for the Commonwealth.

Regarding operational budget allocations, the education department
has an operational budget of $20,090 for FY 2002. Appendix B shows the
University's direct allocation to education over the past few years. This
does not take into account expenditures such as the $30,000 the University
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is spending in FY 2002 to refurbish the Education Computer Laboratory in
the Exum Center. The education department's operational budget
allocation amounts to an operational budget of $2,511 per faculty, the
highest at the institution. We believe that a comparison of this per faculty
allocation with the University's School of Business, which has an
Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP)
accreditation, makes clear our commitment fo teacher education.

Finally, we wish to state unequivocally that the education department has
total control of its budget and expenditures. The only limitations to its
expenditure behavior are state laws and University policies aimed at
implementing those laws.

In conclusion, please find Attachment C, detailing Kentucky State
University's plan for addressing the problem of low success rate in the
Praxis I examination. | will use this opportunity to plead for the EPSB's
continued support of our effort to prepare well-qualified teachers for the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and the nation.

Sincerely,
Kenoye K. Eke, Ph.D. %
Attachments: \

A. Faculty Salary Comparisons
B. Education Department Budget History
C. KSU Plan for Improving Praxis Scores

Xc: President G. W. Reid

Dr, George Calhoun, Jr.
Dr. Paul Woods
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